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Little Maria
By Lucy Mietkiewicz Zilbert Nisker

IN 1942, IN OUR JEWISH GHETTO of Czenstochova, there was a
young couple who had a 9-month-old baby girl. Since, by this time,
most children and old people had been deported to Treblinka, they
sought desperately to protect the child from the Germans.

The couple, whose name will remain anonymous, convinced a local
Pole to escort the baby to a Polish convent, located outside the
ghetto. They dressed the child and placed her in a basket, with
‘a note: Maria, 9 months old.

The Polish woman took the basket with the baby to the orphanage,
rang the bell, and hid nearby to see what would occur. Moments
later, 2 nun opened the door, saw the infant and took her inside.

Months passed. The father of the child was imprisoned in the
labor camp ““Hasag” in Czenstochova, while the mother perished
in the flames of the burning ghetto.

In January 1945, Russian troops liberated Czenstochova from
German occupation. The father of Maria was fortunate to survive
the war. Having lost his wife and most of his family, his only hope
now was to be reunited with his daughter (who by this time was
4 years old). He so much wanted to bring her up. As soon as he
was able, he travelled to the orphanage to meet with the Mother
Superior. When he inquired about little Maria, she told him that
she remembered her very well. Just last year, a young childless
couple from Warsaw came to adopt a child. They chose Maria. He
was shocked ! Trying to be of help, the Mother Superior provided
him with their address.

The very next day, he took the train to Warsaw to retrieve his
daughter. When he arrived, he could not locate the building. It
had been destroyed during the 1944 Warsaw uprising. There was
no trace of Maria ! Heartbroken, he returned to Czenstochova. He
tried again to locate the Polish family, with no success. . . . .

Months passed, but he could not find peace not knowing whether
his child was dead or alive. Whenever he saw a little girl of Maria's
age, he looked very closely to try and recognize her.
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Eventually, he remarried and moved across the border to
- Germany. One night, he had a dream. His first wife said to him:
“You know that our daughter is alive and you must make another
attempt to find her"" He awoke and decided to search once more.

Leaving his pregnant wife, he returned again to Czenstochova.
He begged his friend working in the city hall for help and,
together, they set out in search of the child. They travelled into
the northern areas of Poland, trying to find the family who adopted
his child. It was an extremely difficult task, but, at last, in one
of the cities, they found the family.

The Polish friend went alone to meet the parents and to inform
them that the real father of Maria was alive and that he wanted
his daughter back.

At first the adoptive parents did not want to consider returning
the child. Little Maria was their daughter. They were a family.

Many meetings and discussions followed. Promises were made
to convince the people to return Maria to her real father. Even-
tually, they agreed, but they moved to another city where they
were not known, deeply saddened, and went into mourning.

As for Maria, she went back to Germany with her real father. It
took her a long time to adjust to her new family.

This is a true story.
Maria now lives in Israel, where she is married and has her own

Family
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Aunsfertigung.

Urk.folle Hr. 144
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Houte,dan atabsohnisn Januay
mmmmm
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ausgowiasan laroh selge Zenakuris, susgesinllt vee
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B OVILD - 04681,

Dis Erschisnener sreachten loh um Seurkundung Vor
mnnmnn.-mﬁmm Tat.
seche glaabhuft su smchen,

Y¥ash Bolehrang Uver dio Jedegtung einer eides:
Versicheyang uhi die Folsen vorsitslicher oder
mmwmmmwm
 sleherang an Sidessiatt, dal ire Aagaben wahr selon, was
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1.) Horz Mloxondor Rk ia g

Tok bin geborea sz 6, Jull 1910 in Haleask (Polee),

Ick war soit 1939 verhelrstet mit Dwors, geborsnen
Sohloadnger, sus Teshunatoohau. hus disaer Lhe iet aln Kind
mlnnanu.pm-a.puxmurm-
stochan, hervorgeczangen.

/nfange 1943 hubo foh mein Kind Berie Ru b in an dle
pir bekaanton sheleate Kwladowski von tochou, fare
sohsaerstrale 40, gegeben, die o5 in katholdschas Findele
haus in Tschenotochu: wed tergageben heben, domlt es als jie
disches Kind aicht susgercttet worden wire,

2) BerzMotael Stetolanf: -

i Tch bin geboren om 5. Isi 1909 in fuydebreck (Schlesien)s

‘ Ia Desewber 1946 war ich in Tacheastochsa, Dost sugten miy

Ao Ehol dof dap Shnen sclosrsaldume

n Alexender Hubin Ubergebease, und ven fhoen an des

| katholische Pindelhaus in Tschenstpchun wellergogebens
Kin? Ma-ia Rubine nech in Cwchensiovheu lebe ued @B dieses
Kind, um Vermeohsiun on wuustechileBen, pur an dessen Vie
tor perndnlich in Tochenstiovhou Lbargeben warden kinate.
Ste wilten dies sus ciner Brklirung, dle ihnen vom Loiter
dos ervihnten Findelhsuoce in Uaohenstochss gemacht worden
ned, Ea wire alec unbeéingt erforderlich, deb der Klnisvae
tor, Horr Alexaoder fiubin, yersBolich sur Abholuag des Kia-
des nach Techonstoohsa kosmon slzss, duslt er feststellen
kBane, ob es sein Kind cels
Vorgeleesn, von den fefelliyten goushuigh und eigennindly

unterachrisben:

Alexunder Rabin
Michael Steinleuf?
Tie8e DPr. ¥ihlbausr, Hotarlatsverweser.

Vorstshonde Ausfertigung wird hiorait

Horrn Alexander B u b in, Holzfacnzann in
Kinohea-Neu-Freimann, Hjpfelinstrate 1

ertailte.
’ Pohea, 22n 17, Janaar 1547,
l_-t

’ (Lroddolf Eiklbager)
7 Yerweser dce Notariats Wiachen VI

7 'A-_‘_. :Ti i s i
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Sosnoviec 04.13.47

My Dear Ones. For almost Two weeks I was not in Sosnoviec. because for the
first Easter holidays I was at Poli a recent Szoda's wifie (Regina's brother in law) and
Iater | was at C: hova for a week guarding my case

1 was very happy when | received the two letters from you and one from Ruzi
You can't imagine what your letters mean to me in this lonely life full of cmotional
trauma Especially, for the last week 1 had many problems because of my clerk
A week before the holidays, he proposed that because of the broken bridge he couldn’t
drive to the place where child is located. Additionally, because of the holidays, he doesn’t
want to interfere with the recent parents and he will try to solve this situation in the
official way. He asked me to come right after their holidays so we can continue our case
On the first day | came, he told me that he doesn't have the answer yet and he instructed
me to come back in two days When | came two days later, he said that he didn’t receive
the answer and he told me to come no earlier than in one week. [ started to beg him to
come with me, eventually for him to give me the address so | can continue the case
myself He refused to do that claiming that he didn’t contact them and he doesn’t know
the address

He only identified the address of the person who knows where the child is
located, and that this person won't talk to me because our conversation could interfere
with his plans. He said he can drive there at the end of the month. Pleading and begging
didn't work. After talking to him | felt very depressed because for me every hour counts
while he tells me to wait 2 more weeks. After leaving clerk’s office | met one of my
close friends and he told me that I cannot wait for such a long time because the former
parents can leave and drive the child away to an unknown destination. He suggested that 1
should talk to the mayor of the city. 1 went to the mayor and told him the whole story.

He greeted me very politely and asked the secretary to phone in the head of the foster
home  He also asked me to come in the next day. When I came the next day, the clerk

was already waiting. The mayor spoke to him face to face. Later he called me in and
declared that the clerk promised to solve this case as soon as possible.

The Mayor demanded that the clerk will inform him about every step he will take
in order to solve the case. Meanwhile, he asked us to apologize to each other. I hope that
in a short time I will be notified of something. The clerk asked me to come in on Friday.
Today passed eight weeks until I got the first letter by mail from Heli. Of course I was
very happy. However, at first | was afraid and impatient, since the mail to Germany

takes a very long time.
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May 12, 1947

My dearest and most loving friends. The sun has finally shown on us. |
am not at this moment able to tell you what | went through this last week. |
will write to you in a few days about this. At the moment, | am returning
from the parents' house because | completed everything. Tomorrow
morning | am leaving for Katowice, together with my dearest daughter.
She resembles the father and is very sweet and very intelligent. From the
first moment | felt that | am her father. | am very lucky that everything this
moment is OK. Forgive me for not writing more. | kiss you all very much.
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Centr.Eomitetu Zyddw w Poloce-Wyds.O8vdaty
Warszawa

in Alekscndexr ulokowaZ w olresie okupacii
d&mmk Hiriem Rubin, w przytuiku katolickim w 0:4-
& 9
Gdy po wyzwolenin zwréeci sig po odbidr dsiecke,
zakomunikowano mu,%e dziecko W, m bmumu: rodzinie
pold:iq‘,nh !odajqn na nauin i adresu tejiey
szelicie poszukiwmnia nie daly rezultatu.Dopiero
preed kilku Sygodniami,prsy wydutnej pomooy prezydenta
u.0z¢stoo yedoznno ustnlidé adves i nazwisko w;munﬂ.o—
nej rodziny.bziecko zna agdonazo sig w Elblgeu u Tadeus
noboua.kﬁa nu chclaZ w saden spoedb dziecka mdozd.
storanisch 1 wislu intervenc jach krewny
obRubing ob.ao“l Zylbu-nao zdozaZ dziscko odobrad sa
. sumg 12-50.000.- i odda2 Je ojeu
Ob.Zylberssuo,ktirego oaobiém zramy Jjako cziowie-
ka odpowiedzialnego 1 wisxymodnego nie jest Jednak w sta-—
:110 1::3 my pokxgiénhwn ‘gpti micnk:l:romtoﬂ ’53!
{3 o’ prze ¥ W spravie i poszukiveania wynio
saueg miemal réwng wypleconej ob.Doboszowl jako odszkodows-
nie za oddimie dchcﬁ . 3
Wobers tego,e ojoiec dziecka,ob.Rubin juv cntowh-.
kiem niesamoénym i nie moée partyoypowaé w pokryciu tej-
olvrzymie j na jego wnmnki—hloiy,many uprnjmie 0 ;irlni-
cie s pomocy matverialny wys. wymisnionamu w niarg W
mnhoéui.
by 0 spesobie saXatwienia prosimy uprsze jule nus powialo-
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